
2019 SUMMER READING
FOR CURRENT 6TH GRADERS ENTERING 7TH GRADE

All 7TH grade students are to read 
one novel from this list 

and at least one additional book of their own 
choice. *Use Someday List!*



AMONG THE HIDDEN
MARGARET PETERSON HADDIX

SCIENCE FICTION

154 PAGES



AMONG THE HIDDEN
MARGARET PETERSON HADDIX

This is the story of Luke, a third child, who was 

born in a time when having more than two children 

in one’s family is forbidden by the Population Police.  

Consequently, Luke has been kept hidden his whole 

life.  But when he discovers another illegal third child 

in a neighbor’s house, life changes for both of them.



RULES
CYNTHIA LORD

REALISTIC FICTION

224 PAGES

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbnInquiry.asp?userid=T28N6cCBBz&sourceid=00393694018074057699&bfdate=03-30-2005+20:01:39&isbn=0439286069&itm=1


RULES
CYNTHIA LORD

Rules is the story of  two siblings, Catherine and 

her brother David.  David is autistic, and life revolves 

around David and his needs.  While Catherine loves 

David, she is also frustrated by him and feels 

neglected by her parents.  Catherine tries to help by 

setting rules for David to follow.



GUITAR NOTES
MARY AMATO

REALISTIC FICTION

320 PAGES



GUITAR NOTES
MARY AMATO

Guitarist, Tripp Broody, and cellist, Lyla Marks, are very 

different from each other.  However, they end up using the same 

practice room at their school on opposite days. Although Lyla 

doesn’t know Tripp, she begins leaving notes for him between 

the strings of his guitar. These notes lead to an unlikely 

friendship between them which soon includes a song writing 

challenge and a closeness that neither of them expected.



BLOOD ON THE RIVER JAMESTOWN 1607
ELISA CARBONE

HISTORICAL FICTION

260 PAGES



BLOOD ON THE RIVER JAMESTOWN 1607
ELISA CARBONE

This story is based on the true story of the Jamestown 

settlement.  Samuel Collier, a homeless boy in London, becomes a 

page for Captain John Smith aboard a ship headed for the new 

world.  His journey promises great opportunity, but it ends up 

being nothing that he first imagined.



DEAD END IN NORVELT
JACK GANTOS

HISTORICAL FICTION 

350 PAGES



DEAD END IN NORVELT
JACK GANTOS

Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, this book, set in 1962, 

portrays an incredible two months for Jack Gantos who is “grounded for life” by his 

feuding parents. Jack’s only escape from home is when he assists Miss Volker, an 

elderly woman from town who writes the obituaries for the newspaper. Jack types her 

obituaries because Mrs. Volker has arthritis in her hands. She is also the town coroner, 

and Jack drives her around town to examine the bodies of the newly dead. When the 

number of deaths begins to increase, Jack finds himself involved in the town’s murder 

mystery. 



A MANGO-SHAPED SPACE
WENDY MASS

REALISTIC FICTION

236 PAGES



A MANGO-SHAPED SPACE
WENDY MASS

Mia Winchell seems like a typical kid, but she's got a big 

secret. To Mia, sounds, numbers, and words have color for her; this 

is called synesthesia, which is a mingling of the senses.

No one knows about her synesthesia, and Mia plans to keep it that 

way. When school problems cause Mia to reveal her well-kept 

secret, she must learn to accept herself and embrace her ability.



THE WESTING GAME
ELLEN RASKIN

MYSTERY

204 PAGES



THE WESTING GAME
ELLEN RASKIN

The Westing Game has sixteen interesting and bizarre 

characters who live in a mysterious apartment building. After 

the death of Mr. Westing, these characters are invited to 

Sunset Towers where they each compete to become heir to the 

Westing fortune. Would-be heirs play both chess and the stock 

market game in their attempts to solve the puzzle of Westing’s

death and gain millions.



THE CROSSOVER
KWAME ALEXANDER

BOOK IN VERSE

240 PAGES



THE CROSSOVER
KWAME ALEXANDER

With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .the court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. 

Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," raps dread-locked, 12-year old Josh 

Bell. 

He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than 

basketball in his blood; he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in this fast and 

furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander.

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize 

breaking the rules comes at a terrible price. This story's heart-stopping climax proves a 

game-changer for the entire family.



SUMMER BOOK READING SUGGESTIONS
Use the following tips to maximize your summer reading success!

If you read the book early in the summer, reread it in August to refresh your memory of the story and its details.

• If you own the book, you can mark it up, talking to the text, as you read. If you don’t own the book, record notes 

separately on post its.  Keep notes for review in August.

 Note the setting components

 Note characters’ names and personality traits

 Note the conflict

 Note the resolution

 Note plot details

• Students are highly encouraged to have a personal copy of the summer reading books, whether in print or as an 

e-book.

• Students will need access to the texts for review activities upon returning to school in the fall.

• Students will be allowed to use the books to complete the assignments.

• If a chosen book does not feel like a good fit, use the strategies taught in class to decide whether you should 

abandon the book and choose another one from the list.

• Choose books based on your personal reading abilities and preferences.


